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ECHOES OF P.L.I. = IS FICTION OBSOLETE? 


The Public Library Inquiry may have passed over our heads like 
distant thunder, but no orc can icnore the results now raining down 
our necks. Witness Raloh jvwrui's article in Public Libraries, Octo- 
ber 1950. Whether you ave licravies, resder, or taxpayer, it is 
apt to jolt you out of your chair, 





For Mr. Munn believes that entertainment reading has no place 
in libraries. He cites the P.L.I. mandate that we eliminate 
"diversion, adventure, and escape" and leave it to radio, movics, 
TV, and other commercial media of communication. Escane reading 
way linger on in libraries that have fallen behind the times, tut 
in his view we should drop it, buy more non-fiction, present sccial 
problems, and concentrate on our old friend, that P.L.7. hero who 
reads 12 books a year and up. Is Mr. Munn just theorizing? No, 
he has put these ideas into effect in his ow library - "Pittsturgh 
has tricd it!" 


In 1938 Mr. Munn decided he couldn't provide masses of fiction 
and keep up the education and information functions of his library. 
So he cut down fiction to 100 novels a yoar or less - anc these had 
to be historical, sociological, or litcrary The braitct 16S taperod 
off on 25 additional rovrints 2 yoar, but Ninat preetice has now 
coascda", What did this do to circulati on? The averrzo branch lost 
4.0% in fiction and gained 15% in gg? aol a not less of 25%, 

4 am proud of this loss!" says Mr. Munn, for in his viow he is 
"praising the general level of understanding" and making his library 
a2 roal cducational institution, 


But what happened to his ox-readers? It is no concern of Mr. 
Wunn, who says callously, "In Pittsburgh, the old-time fiction fiend- 
she man or woman who came regularly with book-strap or market basket 
for his pile of sccond-rate novels - disappeared without a protcss, 
rossibly he had become so absorbed in his rodio or in the tolevision 
set at the corner tavern that he didn't much caro." 


What will happen to library organization when and if wo omit 
ontertainment reading? There'll be some changes made - 


STATISTICS will have to try to measure rofcrence and advisory 
services in some way, since circulation figures would no iongor be 
useful. The STAFF would include fower clerks, more trained | Samrinns, 
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OBJECTIVES would shift to education and information, omitting all 
rocreation, The library, "rclievod of the burden of circulating 
light novels", would try to publicize its reference service and be 
the local information centor, 


The BOOK SELECTION tost would be: "Does it fill some signifi- 
cant personal or social necd?" EXTENSION WORK would be curtailed, 
and in fact restricted to tho better educated districts, except for 
children's books. (Shados of the A.L.A. National Plan) ) 


But all these changes would be necdod if the public library is 
going to live up to Mr. Munn's concept of it as "the repository, 
the organizing center, the conmunications scrvicoc station of tho 
people". Is that what we want and necd in these Unitod States? And 
does a library for tho intolligentsia deserve public support? 


A BOOK SELECTION EXPERT SAYS NO} 


GERALDINE MILNE, Head of Reference and Circulation Division, Library 
of Hawaii, comes to the taxpayer's dcfcnse. She advocates free 
reading for all - not just a favored fows 


I don't think a public library should buy trashy bool:s of any 
kind, fiction or non-fiction. But it's not our business to censor 
reading profcrenccs and cut out legitimate escapo and adventure from 
our shelves. It's the taxpayers! right to get the type of books 
they want, as far as we can reasonably provide them within our budget 
and standards. 


The University Library cai’ serve serious readers, but if we cut 
out fiction and buy more copics 2: scrious books, our readers will 
simply go clsewhere and feel chcaucd - perhaps descend to dime novel 
standards. I would not care to work in a library that catered only 
to serious readers. It is an unnatural division, for most people 
arc borderline cascs. Grent scicntists may relax with a detective 
story, and escape rcaders may go home with something scrious, when 
exposed to the great wealth of selcction that the public library 
offers. 


Besidos, the person who wants recreation is just as much enti- 
tled to it as rescarch roaders. Research is not always of valuc. 
Why should taxpayers have to pay for recrcation, but not resoarch? 
As it is, wo buy most of tho important non-fiction, as wcll as tho 
better fiction and magazines. I fecol that we stock oll the svrious 
books our public will absorb at present. There is no point in conm- 
peting with school librarics on our limitod funds, or driving away 
the popular support that hclps us keep cpen at all. 


To sum it up, we don't buy trashy scnsational stuff. We buy 
most of the good fiction put out by good publishers, sone light 
litcroturc, and some literary books of limited popular appcal. Vie 
avoid abnormal psychology. We include social problems if well 
hendlcd. They can be very valuable, as on youth or race probloms. 
Island readers have high taste and want to know about the world at 
large. They have a cosmopolitan background, and forcign novels go 
over well. Their tastc is broadcr than in some parts of the main- 
land, and we find it intercsting and rewarding to fill their needs. 





IS EXTENSION A WASTE OF TIME? 


SUZANNE STARR, Head of the Extension Division, Library of Hawaii, 
is former Head of the City and County Bookwagon Service for Mont- 
gomery County, Ohio. - To balance this, she is a former student of 
Ralph Munn, What does she think of his theories on extension work? 


Since my student days at Carnegie Library School, Ralph Munn 
has been in my estimation one of the outstanding leaders in the 
library world. As Director of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
and the Carnegie Library School he had the faculty of inspiring 
would-be librarians, giving us a broader view of library service 
than we could have possibly found in text books. 


From the beginning of his career, Mr. Munn was active in library 
circles and soon became President of the American Library Associa- 
tion, Any one who was present at the meeting when he introduced Mr. 
Archibald MacLeish, who was at that time the newly appointed Librar- 
ian of Congress, could not but feel that we had a President equal to 
any emergency. 


A large majority of those present at this gencoral assembly wore 
opposed to a layman's appointment to the position of head of tho 
largest library in the United States and were ready to criticize 
anything Mr. MacLeish had to say. But after Mr. Munn's introductory 
speech a hostile audience changed to a friendly onc, willing at 
least to give the offender a chance to defend himself. A thing that 
he did vory ably. 


At all national meetings when policies wore boing discussed and 
decisions made we always felt confident when Ralph Munn stepped in. 
His unhurried manner of speal:ing, his ability to bring order out of 
chaos earned him the respect of all of his co-workors, 


Now he is pionecring again, this time sctting forth what he 
thinks tho objectives of the public library were in 1950. And this 
time I, along with countless othor librarians, am in violent dis- 
agrcencnt, 


According to the INQUIRY, with which Mr. Munn is in full 
accord, the public librarics. should discontinue serving all classes 
of people and concentrate on those who were fortunate cnough to re- 
coive a higher education. This would make the library a purely 
cducational institution which the INQUIRY thinks is its rcason for 
being. Since more college trained people arc found in the citics 
than in the rural arenas, extension work in the library field would 
be the first to suffer, 


Because so many people have lacked the opportunity to go beyond 
grade or high school docs not necessarily moan that they are content 
to spend the rest of thoir lives listening to soap operas and read- 
ing comic books and the dime novel. 


Let's begin by setting down some facts that Mr. iumn has gach- 
cred. He says that only one half of the people of the United Staves 
rcad:as many as 12 books a yoar, in contrast to 90 to 95 % whc 
liston to tho radio at least fiftecn minutes a day. That the lonzor 
the period of education the greater is the likclihood that one will 
frequent the library. He furthor states that only 10 to 15 % of the 
adults with grado school cducation are library users. In contrast 
to this about 60 % of the college graduates are registered. The 
conclusion being that the books that are to be housed in a public 
iibrary should be of a purely educational nature and should serve a 
-imited number of people. 


According to one definition, a book has educational value if it 
contributes to the positive growth of an individual, oither as an 
individual or in relation to society. By this standard can we rule 
out the majority of fiction writing? I think not} 





ly 
I agree with Mr. Munn when he says that it is sometimes dis- 
couraging to go through swamps and forest to give the Smith brothers 
their Zane Greys or Ma Smith her Margaret Pedlar. But for every 
Smith family there are countless others who are not satisfied with 
this fare and if given an even chance might surprise some of the 
educators. Any one who has worked in the rural areas will recognize 
this fact. 


True, these people might not think of asking for books on family 
problems but would be enlightened by reading the novels of Carroll, 
Cather, Aldrich or Lawrence. Neither does it follow that a person 
need have a formal education to take a healthy interest in history 
and to enjoy 13th century England by means of Costain's BLACK ROSE, 
and the succeeding centuries from DuMaurier's KING'S GENERAL and 
Forester's HORNBLOWER books to present day England through the eyes 
of James Hilton's SO WELL REMEMBERED or Newnann's NOW THAT APRIL'S 
HERE. 


Any one reading Pearl Buck could not help but have a better 
understanding of the Chinese people. Christine Weston brings the 
people of India to us as Gerahty introduces the Japanese. And even 
the Pedlar fans, although their travels may bo limited to the weekly 
Saturday night trips "to town" will thrill to such storics as Bris- 
tow's JUBILEE TRAIL and Frances Parkinson Keyes! JOY STREET. 


These same country cousins might not read books on religion 
yet will wait patiently for copies of Lloyd Douglas! THE ROBE or 
THE GAUNTLET by James Strect. 


Because there are still so many veople in the rural areas not 
reading is not to their discredit but rather to ours for not making 
books more accessible. Ac until that time comes we cannot hope to 
raiso the percentage of grade and high school borrowcrs, 


it 


escapist’ 
side but that is no reason why we should swing to the other extreme. 
Surcly there is a middle course to follow, one that will serve tho 
majority rather than one which singles out a particular group or 
class, 


Perhaps many librarics have bought too heavily on the 


I DO PUBLICITY IN PARADISE! 
by LOUISE COCROFT, Publicity Director, Library of Hawaii 


The time has come when the public library, having to compcto 
with the movies, radio and now tclcevision, has to scll the people 
of the community the idea of using the library. So that is where I 
comc in. A super salcsman, dcluxc. 


Tho public reads about the Library of Hawaii in the newspapcrs 
and magazincs, they hear about the library over the radio and we 
drcem up one bright idea after another to lure them thru the library 
portals. 


Every woek the main library and Kainuki branch have free movics, 
overy other weck Wahiawa branch has a film program and evory month 
Kalihi-Palama. Write ups are sent to tho nowspapers, to the Visi- 
tor's Bureau and the various disc jockics at the radio stations. 


Twelve books are annotated for one newspaper and six for another 
cvery weck. And cach weck we try to plug a department. Wo toll tha 
public about the talking books, the book car, the record collection. 


The art shows hcld in the patio of the main library change cvery 
~nree weeks and at the Kalihi-Palama branch every month and during 
“is time we get a number of articles in the nowspapers, 
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We change the displays in the lobby every three weeks and often 
have two at the same time, and not forgetting our primary purpose of 


circulating books, we tie in a book display. All this is fine ma- 
terial for write ups. 


Any news story gains in importance when accompanied with a 
picture. Since the library has no money for photographs we find 
that people having art shows and displays, such as Japanese dolls, 
semi-precious stones or pottery, are more than willing to supply 
glossy prints to be used with our news stories. 


Every month we do a page of book reviews for the Hawaii Educa- 
tional Review and when we get a bright idea (and can find the time) 
we try our hand at an article about the library for a local magazine 

or library publication, 








We do the publicity for the Friends of the Library, not only 
because their entire program is devoted to helping the library, but 
because it is another way of keeping Library of Hawaii before the 
public. 


We give book reviews to clubs and organizations and suggest tha 
put an announcement in the papers mentioning Library of Hawaii. 


We write bricf biographies of incoming staff membcrs. 


Library of Hawaii appears in print somewhere between 75 and 100 
times a month. When things of special intcrest come along we send 
releases to the Chinese and Japanese newspapers, 


The bulletin boards throu. cut tie library get a redecorating 
job about every two months anc ws fox the public by putting up the 
book jackets of old but worthwhile books. And requcsts mount be- 
cause the public, which has a new book complex, thinks that is just 
what they are asking for. 


We have a fifteen minute radio program every Saturday. "Library 
programs are the dullest things on earth" is the attitude around the 
average radio station. We get around this by having local and visi- 
ting cclebritics on our show. We do very informal interviews and 
book reviews. Even in the book revicws we try to do the unusual, 

For instance in reviewing "Mr, Jelly Roll" by Alan Lomax we playcd 
two recordings of Jelly Roll, priccless collector items, that ticd 
in beautifully with tho text. 


Of course there arc days when we have done a hard day's work 
and then have to give a sparkling book revicw in the cvoning or we 
rush out to the airport to welcome a visiting celebrity with an 
invitation to appear on the library radio program, on the other hand 
we find ourselves at an Aloha party for Billy Eckstine, or taking a 
trip around the Island with Ida Bailey Allen and Charles Premmack or 
swimming with Carmen Miranda, 


I do publicity in Paradise}! 





THE INFORMATION FILM IN HONOLULU 
by ROBERT A. GAHRAN, Film Service Director, Library of Hawaii 


One of the newest services being offered by libraries throughout 
the country is film service. About a year and a half ago, the Li- 
brary of Hawaii started its own film service. But let us atart back 
a few years carlicr and trace the development of this new service in 
the community. 


Film programs started at the Library of Hawaii during the winter 
of 1945. with two one-hour programs each month. This was shortly 
increased to the present weekly program due to the great interest 
and popularity in this type of program, Films were borrowed from 
local sources such as the Army and Navy collections, Standard Oil, 
and Pan American Airways. The Audio-Visual Section of the Department 
of Public Instruction also loaned films to the Library. However 
these had to be sponsored films, which are those deposited with the 
DPI by organizations for use in the schools and the community. In 
the fall of 1949 the DPI had to curtail their film services because 
of lack of staff and funds to operate. The Film Council of Hawaii 
and other interested organizations approached the Library of Hawaii 
with the idea of establishing a film collection in the Library of 
Hawaii. In October of that year the DPI turned over to tho library 
films which had been assigned to them by the Burcau of Mines, Amor- 
ican Can Co., H. J. Heinz Co., the Dupont Co., and the Hawaiian 
Sugar Planter's Assoc, These twenty films became the nucleus of the 
library collection. 


The film collection was orcanized with no funds appropriated 
by the Territory. It was stastcd on a "shoecestring" and still oper- 
ates on one. Twenty-five dollars was donated by the Film Council of 
Hawaii and a like amount by the Hawaii Chapter of the Unitod Nations, 
These funds were to be used in agctting started and publicizing the 
collection. Pcrsonal contacts as well as contact by lettcr were made 
to other organizations in Honolulu which might have films to be do- 
posited with the Library. As o result films were reccived from the 
Office of Health Education, tho British Consul, the Liggett and Myers 
Tobacco Co., the P. Lorillard Co., and the WCTU, A catalog was 
compiled listing the films by title with a very brief description of 
each film. This list was mailed to all community organizations, all 
schools, both public and private, and each member of the Film Council 
of Hawaii. Since that time a second cdition of the catalog, FILMS 
FOR YOU FROM THE LIBRARY OF HAWAII has been published and a supple- 
ment is now being prepared, 


The Library of Hawaii Film Sorvice was organized to: 1) Offer 
films to organizations throughout the Territory; (2) provide a file 
of film catalogs both of mainland sources and especially of local 
resources; (3) present to the general public cducational films on 
the weekly Wednesday evening program. Requests are being received 
for films from all of the islands and many schools and organizations 
have established regular bookings for new films reecived. The film 
resources available locally havo bcen somewhat of a problem, We 
have tricd to contact by lettcr evory organization here in Honolulu 
which might have films or might be intorested in using the library 
films. Many of them have responded with lists of films available 
from their organization which have beon a grcat assistance in plu.- 
ling programs not only for tho Library but also for other organizu- 
clons requesting films in particular catcgories, The weekly Librcry 

ilm prog-am has become a must in many local houscholds, "ech weck 
.@ see maty familiar faccs arriving carly to be sure of getting a 
scat, Cue to the popularity of the Main Library program, the “n:- 
muki, Wahiawa and Kalihi-Paiama Branches have also started prograris. 


In the amnual report of the Film Service covering the period 
culy 1, 1949-June 30, 1950, 236 films had beon circulated to 56 
“iffcrent community groups and a total of 17,307 people had soen tiicom 
-e total number of films on hand at this time was 80. At the 








present time there aro 128 films in the collection, and 160 films 
were circulated during the month of March alone. For the period 
since July 1, 1950 to date, 92h films havo boon circulated from the 
Library of Hawaii and 81,689 pcople have seen these films. 


Many people have wondered why the Library should have a film 
program and we think the reason is threefold: First, to show ta> 
public the typo of films available through our own film collcction,. 
Second, to offer an cducational program in the conmunity, anc tnrird, 
to encourage the use of the library. To assist in this last pont, 

a sholf of books dealing with the current week's program is available 
at the foot of the stairs leading to the auditorium. 


Wo at the Library of Hawaii feel that wo have made a nirce Cor 
films in the commmity and feel certain that once sufficivnt faids 
aro available that the Library will become the leader in film s.2>-vice 
in the comnunity, thus following the work already established in 
many of the larger mainland librarics, 


THE INSIDE STORY OF THE JAPAN LIBRARY SCHOOL 


1. From the first announcoment catalogue of the library school, 
the new demonstration project at Keio University, Tokyo: - 


"The pon is mightier than the sword! A new profession - a new 
activity - LIBRARY WORK is devolcping in Javan today. To help spon- 
sor and promote librarianship o:c also to p2sovide well-trained li- 
brarians to serve and work wit. J cir fellow citizens of Japan ... 

& now professional library cc ..1 is boing established through the 
combined cfforts of the Ancrican Litrary Association and the Supreme 
Comaander for the Allicd Powers..." 


- This school will bring a now principle to Japanese education: 
students may transfer from othor schools and reccive credit for pre- 
vious work. Keio will give degrecs to graduates and ccortificates to 
auditors, and provide four wocks practice work in an Amcrican-super- 
vised library. Courses are standard library itoms, plus cataloging 
of Japanese and Chinese matcrials. Instruction will be in English, 
but "“interpretcrs and translators will be in constant attendance to 
assist students and teachers in understanding cach other", Knowledge 

£ English is advisable, but "not absolutely required"! (One may 
shudder to think of Melvil Dewey and his fonetic spolling, or of 
library techniques and theorics afflicting a person with no knowlcdcgo 
of English. Both teachers and students must havo great courage.) = 


Ze A LETTER FROM JEAN: 


(Jean Taylor, ex-Library of Hawaii, is now Librarian of the Japan 
Library school. Here are extracts from hor first lcttcr:) 


"Got into ‘Yake at 5 a.m. (Friday) (which turned out to be 1 ..n,. 
Sat. Tokyo Time... more confusion over tine!) and into Tokyo at abot 
2:30 p.m, Sat. Mr, Gitler was out to the airport to moct me with 
Professor Kiyooka of Keio University, whcre we have decided t» lscatec. 
Prof. Kiyooka is most intcresting, very Amcricanizcd, very nicc to 
‘vork with. His grandfather was a great philosopher, Fukizawa, ond 
io founded Keio Univ., which is the outstanding private univorsity in 
"pen. The prof's wife is the younger daughtor in The dauzhicr of 
w¢ Samurai, which I am now reading madly before I mcct Her. 








Since I arrivec in Japon, everything rer beon most amazing, 
/ psy-turvy, out of proportion- just like Alice in Wonderland... Iv 
Jzes a long time to get anything new started here... Sunday I went 
sopping in the big PX and then we walked down the Ginza. There were 
‘bs and ae of people- in varying stages of dress from very ‘icstorn 
very Eastern. We caught one of the charcoal-burning cabs and 
olily moat of them know the Osaka, so we sot back to the hotcl all 
<sht. I then went out to dinner with «+ + x 
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“Well Monday I went over to the office in the Radio Tokyo build- 

ing. Now I have two desks up on 6th floor with the higher education 
people- all kinds of doctors of this and that. This CIE (Civil In- 
formation and Education) is headed by an absolutely wonderful man, 
end I have high respect for the whole section. They have charge of 
all sources of information - education, the radio, the press, li- 
braries, everything- of the Japanese people. They are not acting as 
dictators, only as advisors, and are giving very sound advice. That 
is the way the whole occupation strikes me- as being very fair and 
sensible. The nationals I have met seem to respect the Americans 

and want to learm our Western ways. The library scnool is also being 
run that way - we are trying to work out something that will be 
mutually satisfactory to both sidcs. 


Right now we aro trying to get the curriculum set up, and Nr. 

Gitlcr and I are the only ones here yet. We are constantly inter- 
rupted by reporters, photosrapliers, the Ministry of Education, Army 
protocol, pcople wanting jobs as translators, university dignitaries, 
trips out to the school to try to get the place rebuilt as we want 
it, decisions of one thing or another, trying to get publicity out 
on who is cligibie for the school and what kind of a degree they 
will get, conferences on this, that and t'othcr thing... in othor 
words at this point it is all rathcr confused and unorganized. But 
fun, and unusual, and an "exporicnce™ we'll never have again. The 
conception of library service is practically unknown here, and it 
will be fun to have a niche in Keio University Library and show them 
how we run a library - I actually do feel like the “Visiting Expert" 
I'm supposed to be in comparison.. The conditions we will be working 
under are terrific. You can't imagine how they lect their building 
run down - dirty, smelly, cold, dark, damp - but I think we'll be 
able to improve that somewhat, 


Yesterday I played gcslf. Hsevon't seen Mt. Fujiyama (or whatever 
it is) yet, because this towm really has the smog. They burn soft 
coal for thcir clcctricity, I hear, 


I have 2 fecling we are going to be slightly busy until after 
school starts (1 April or thercabouts). There arc so many things I 
haven't included, but I guess you have the highlichts. Love - Jean." 


‘30 CONTINUED BY HANNAH: (Hannah Hunt, onetime Library of Hawaii 
Young People's Librarian, is on the Keio Faculty. She writes - * 


"Life is really a merry-go-found. I've moved four times and 
now have a toe hold in the Dai Iti (Numba Onc) Hotel but don't assunie 
it's a Royal Hawaiian. A tiny room without closet or bath. I om 
alone at last (you start out here six to a room) so I can at lcast 
sroan in private while correcting papers in Japanese. Four of us are 
billcted hcre. We all assemble cach morning at Radio Tokyc (the 
Radio City of Japan) and are transported by army conveyance to Keio 
University There we have offices, newly painted, one classroon, 
one workroom for mimeographing, &c, and one "white tilcroom for 
foreign ladics" which is the sensation of the campus. 


Everything is much more "timce=taking" than we had cxpected and 
so the routine and professional errands and visits which shculd take 
half an hour scem to require three cups of green tea and three hours, 
Tomorrow we visit the Dict Library which is housed in a formcr palace, 
“Je are a congenial team and I hope we can hold our sense of humor 
and morale through what's ahead, The opening date is breathing down 
our necks, Love, Hannah," 


POSTSCRIPT 


Dr. SUSAN GRAY AKERS, Dean of the University of North Carolina 
Library Schocl, had a 2h hour stopover in Honolulu April 2 on her 
return trip from Japan to North Carolina. Dr. Akers has been serving 
in Japan since last August as ono of iks team of 15 J. S. consultants 
in various ficlds of cducation, selicted by the army's CIZ soction 
to conduct classes, seminars and workshops for represonts ‘tives from 
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facultics of various Japanese universities and colleges. This is 
Miss Akers' first visit to Hawaii - she went to Japan by way of 
Alaska ahd the Alcutians - and she crowded in as much sightsccing 
and library visiting as was possible in so short a tine, 


NEWS OF ISLAND LIBRARIES 
HAWAII COUNTY LIBRARY ISABEL WELSH 


he Library is now settling into its third month in the new 

building. The staff is recovering from the gigantic task of moving 
and is able to enjoy life under the new roof. We turn a deaf car to 
the few peoplic who say it is too large, and listen only to the many 
who oxclaim over its beauty. <Aftcr years of being cramped and crowd- 
ed and inching between desks, we know it is not too larcc. In addi- 

tion to being one of the tourist sights of Hilo, it is also a con- 
tinuing source of pleasure to our own people. Already scveral cx- 
hibits have been held in our big, lobby and evory week na cormnittec 
meets in one of the reading rooms, Eventually we hope to be able to 
use the lobby for cvening gatherings or lectures on nights when the 
library is closed. 


Our bookkeeper, MRS. HAZEL BAYLY, is in California for her vaca- 
tion and her daughtor's wedding. MRS. HELEN WILLOCKS is looking 
after her work during her absence. Miss ANNE MERRILL, who has been 
witn us for the past year, is leaving in July for her home in New 
Jersey. She expects to onter school library work in the fall. 


KAUAI PUBLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, LTD. RUTH E. KOENIG 


The most exciting news ancng the staff right now is the prospect 
of a new book truck, to be ready for use when school opens in the 
fall. We are busy trying to decide just what type of bookmobile will 
be necded to mect the demands of the island scrvice.- JEANNETTE 
ROBERTS, branch librarian at Hanapepe, spent ) weeks at her home in 
South Dakota at Christmas. During tho winter there have been several 
very interesting exhibits on disvlay at the Main Library as well as 
the branches, Local artists have been running a scrics of art cx- 
hibits that have been of great interest to the people of Kauai. In 
December Miss ANITA FENTON, art teacher at St. Andrew's Priory in 
Honolulu, brought over a number of her works for display. Currently 
on exhibit, is one of the most interesting and attractive doll coi- 
lections we have ever seen, 


Our Main Library has taken on quite a new look with the beauti- 
ful new paint job that was done in the summer, and now with new 
lighting throughout. Now that we can see at night, we are remaining 
open more evenings than beforc. -The Easter Story Hour was a huge 
success, tories were told to the children around a lovely egg tree. 
he tree was made by the local Brownie Troop under the direction of 
ARDIS HULS, children's librarian. 


MAUI COUNTY FREE LIBRARY RUTH ITAMURA 


We have welcomed two new librarians in carly January. They are: 
Cataloger: Miss LUELLA RYSTROM, who hails originally from Ncbraska 
and was last at Tulare County Free Library, Visalia, California. She 
‘\9lds Master's degrees in French and Spanish from University of Ne- 
-paska and in Library Scicnce from University of Michigan, besidcs 
aving graduated from Riverside Library Scrvice School, "Everything 
-§ wonderful about the Islands!" says she. - Children's Librarian: 
iiss GLADYS E. TRASK, from La Grange, Illinois, a graduate of Carnegic 
Library School. Her hobbies are travel and movie photography. Although 
trained to do children's work, she has done quite a bit of school 
library work. The last few years she was in California, and her past 
ycar was in travel business, ne spent her last winter in Africa 
and Egypt travciing, so Hawaii isn't a vast change for her.- Early in 
March Maui County Librery BRAWCH CUSTODIANS sot together with MRS. 
DAVIS to discuss library probloms and routines, [clpful suggestions 
Vere given and sovcral custodians asked to have this en annual affair, 


“he group ended tho mocting with a luncheon at Wailulm Hotel Gardons. 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL LIBRARIANS OF HONOLULU CHOW LOY TOM 


1. As a majority of the members of the Honolulu Sccondary School. 
Librarians are members of HLA, the group has recontly been sect up as 
a section of the Association. They are officially designated as the 
Secondary School Section of HULA, They mcct every other month during 
the school ycar and do not plan to have any scction moctings at the 
Association mectings. 


2. One fcature of the current program of this scction is the fol- 
lowing study groups: (1) School library load: iiss FLORA L. SCOTT, 
chairman and the following mombers - Mrs, HELEN LAU, Miss MARGARET 
LAWRENCE, and Mrs. FLORENCE DARLING. This group presented a part of 
their findings at the March mecting end will continue their discussion 
at the next mecting. (2) Audio-visual Aids with Miss CAROLYN CRAWFGD 
as chairman, (3) School Magazine Purchascs and Service with Mrs, 
DORIS DUNLAVY as chairman, (4) School inventory proccdures with Mrs, 
GLADYS FAULKNER as chairman, 


36 At a recent mecting Mrs. GLADYS FAULKNER, chairman of a sub- 

committce on LIBRARIES of the Department of Public Instruction Com- 
mittee on SCHOOL BUILDING STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS, lcd a discuss 
on the proliminary report: "School Library Facilitics - Minimum re- 
quirements", Mrs. Faulkner and a group of clomentary and secondary 
school librarians and 2 local architect worked on this last swmor, 


ue Miss CAROLYN CRAWFORD represented this section at the Amcrican 
Association of School Librarians mecting at the ALA Convention in 
Cleveland in July 1950. 


5. The next meeting of this scetion is set for April 25, 1951, at 
3:30 pem. in the McKinley Hich Schosl Library. Association members 


interested in school library wori: arc cordially invited to attond,. 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARY COMMITTEE, HONOLULU JEAN BiELCH 


Our big interest this year has been the library manual. A great 
deal of thinking, planning and much work over a number of years is 
being rewarded. The latest news is that the material for the manual 
will be in the hands of the printer by May 1. We have high hopes of 
using the manual in Sentember. - With permission from the Center for 
Children's Books, University of Chicago, a mimeographed list of rec- 
ommended books from their June 1950 issue was sent to librarians, - 

A comnittee from our group have done a fine piece of work on the 
library section of the Planning and architectural Committee for 
Schools. - Our speakers this year were: Miss SUSAN TAYLOR, Dircctor 
of Work with Children, Library of Hawaii. She talked on the serviccs 
offered by her division to elcnentary schools, Miss CAROLYN CRuiWFORD 
of Teachers College, University of Hawaii, who spose on the Pre- 
Confcrenee of the Amcrican Library Association mecting in Clcvcland 
this summer. Mrs. LEL. BREWER of Kanchauche Preparatory School told 
about the Midcentury White House Confcrence on Children, - Good book 
revicows havo beon given by membcrs of cur group during the ycar. 

Some were new titlcos, some dealt with special subjccts, scrmc were old 
favorites in new dress, 


HONOLULU PRIV..TE SCHOOLS CLARISSA HALSTED 
After a scrics of three tormporary librerians, KRALEHAMELA SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS heartily welcomes her fourth and permancnt one, Mrs, ALICE 
M. CULLER. iirs. Culler, who comes from San Marino, Califsrnia, 
attended library school at the Los Angeles Library School and prior 
‘to that attended UCLA and USC. Before coming to the islands in "49 
she did library work in the East and in Calif<crnia. Buck reviewing 
for clubs was her specialty. During World War II, she was a proof- 
roader for the Army Air Force. Hor son Richard is now in special 
army training at Aberdecn Proving Grounds, Maryland. Her husbond, 
William H. Culler, is on the staff of the HONOLULU STAR BULLETIN. - 
iiss FRANCES M. KENYON, librarian of PUNAHOU SCHOOL, plans to enjoy 
& sabbatical leave of six months beginning July 1, 1951. She is 
Still scarching for an assistant librarian to help in her absence and 
for a part time assistant to take charge of audio visual matcricals, 





il 
BERNICE P. BISHOP MUSEUM, HONOLULU MARGARET TITCOMB 


Bishop Museum Library rejoices in having more space - some 20 
new shelves} Ready for occupancy? Almost! Just waiting, and wait- 
ing, and waiting for lights. Has there been an electricians' conven- 
tion in Honolulu? Something keeps thom busy - elsewhere, 


LIBRARY OF HAWAII, HONOLULU VIOLET SILVERMAN 


The Library of Hawaii is back in form again with a slim staff, 
as the call of far placcs and home have enticed several from Hawaii. 
JEAN TAYLOR was called to the position of librarian in the Library 
School being started in Japan by Mr. Gitler of the Univorsity of 
Washington School, it was too good to be ‘trwe so she was off to new 
fields in January. JOSEPH CONRY acccpted a position as music librar- 
ian in the Ernic Pyle memorial library in Japan, so he left in karch, 
CAROLYN CONLEY decided to go back to the mainlend, and MYRTLE MATTI- 
SON heard the call of distant scones and is on a six months trip to 
Europe by freightor, HANNAH HUNT formerly of the Library of Hawaii 
also will be in Javan to teach in the new library school. ALICE 
SIMPSON decided to try a bit of cold weather so flew to Ohio before 
Christmas just in time to meet the storm that ticd up traffic but 
only had to lay-oveor a while in Cleveland, CHARLOTTE LaU became Mrs, 
LARRY YOUNG in Noveiwnber, ond Mrs. ALICE ALEXANDER retired at the end 
of Decembor. 


Yic welcomed with open arms MARY VANCIL, who is the children's 
librarian in the Kalihi-Palama branch library, and INEZ LORENZO who 
is working at Loan and Reference. MARILYN CAIN roported to duty in 
the Children's room in January, but now they are on the losing end 
again as ELSIE MiCDONALD is lc. ..ine the end of April to work in the 
State Department Information Library in Manila, P. I. 


An exciting thing hanpened on February 1 when Mrs. Miller, daugh- 
ter of Andrew Carncogic, visited the library and said "Hello". Her 
uncle, Henry D. Whitfield designed our building and she was dolighted 
to see how it fitted Hawaii.- The Fricnds of the Library presented 
their book award to Miss GWENFREAD ALLEN for her book “Hawaii's War 
Years, 1941-1945! The Friends have designed and presentod to the 
Library a new book plate that will be put in all books they purchase 
for us. This year the Hawaii and the Pacific Division is onjoying 
duplicates of popular books from the fund furnished by the Fricnds. 

- The WAHIAWA BRANCH has been cnlarged and now is the proud possessor 
of ao small auditorium. Aftcr tho last nail was pounded in and every- 
thing put in shape again they invited their fricnds to come and help 
hom celebrate with music and dancing. - LILLIAN CHING has becon in- 
dexing the Hawaiian Legends for the last month or two, Whon this is 
finished it will be the occasion for music and dancing as it will be 
a wonderful help in running down flower legends or other obscure 
lcgends,. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: We thank all our contributors and reporters, and wo 
have a special thank-you for Joyce Wright, G@larissa Halsted, Virginia 


Crozicr, anc Louise Coeroft, our decorator, and her assistant, Gladys 
Ide. 





